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“which led to the death of the latter” 

"For example, there was the complicated incident involving the 
famousgeneral Khalid ibnWalid in the house of one of the prominent 
Muslims of theday, Malik ibn Nuwajrah, which led to the death of thelatter”. 
(tabatabai, 1975, 39) 



  

 

“Also, the  " mother of the Faithful", A’ishah, did not show any opposition to 
thosewho had killed the third caliph at the moment when she received the 
news ofhis death”. (tabatabai, 1975, 45) 



 

 

 

“After Siffin there occurred the battle of Nahrawan in which anumber 
ofpeople, among whom there could be found some of the companions, 
rebelledagainst Ali, possiblyat the instigation of Mu’awiyah”. 



  

 

“Following Yazid, the family of Marwan gainedpossession of the caliphate, 
accordingto details that arerecorded in the history books. The rule of this 
elevenmembergroup, which lasted for nearly seventy years ,was successful 
politically but from the point of view of purelyreligious values it fell short of 
Islamic ideals and practices”. 

“The Shi’i tesbelieve that the fourth and fifth Imams were poisoned by 
the Umayyads”. 



 

 

 

“The number of beautiful slavegirls in the court of some of the caliphs 
exceeded thousands”. 

“Also Shaykh al-ishraqShihab al-DinSuhrawardiwas killed in Aleppo on the 
accusation thathe was cultivating Batiniteachings and philosophy”. 



  

 

“After this group there appeared others, such as TawusYamani, 
ShaybanRa’i, Malik ibn Dinar, Ibrahim Adham, and ShaqiqBalkhi, who 
wereconsidered by the people to be saints and men of God”. 



 

 

 

“Even so, these masters traced their spiritual chain ,which in the spirituallife 
is like the genealogical chain of aperson, through their previous masters 
toAli. Also the results oftheir visions and intuitions as transmitted to us 
conveymostlytruths concerning divine unity and the stations of the spiritual 
life whicharefound in the sayings of Ali and other Shi’ite Imams. This can 
be seen providedweare not affected by some of the striking and even 
sometimes shockingexpressionsused by these Sufi masters and consider the 
total content of theirteachings with deliberation and patience. 
Sanctityresulting from initiationinto the spiritual path, which Sufis 
consideras the perfection of man, is a statewhich according toShi’ite belief is 
possessed in its fullness by the Imam andthroughthe radiance of his being 
can be attained by his true followers. And theSpiritualPole (qutb),whose 
existence at all times is considered necessary byallthe Sufis - as well as the 
attributesassociated with him  - correlates with theShi’ite conception of the 
Imam. According tothe saying of theouseholdofthe Prophet, the Imam is, to 
use the Sufi expression, UniversalMan, the manifestationof the Divine 
Names and the spiritual guideof the lives and actionsof men. Therefore, one 
could say, consideringthe Shi’ite concept of walayat,that Sufi masters are 
"Shi’ite "from the point of view of the spiritual life and inconnection with 
the source of walayat although, fromthe point of view of theexternal form of 
religion they follow theSunni schools of law”. 



  

 

"It is necessary to mention that even in classicalSunni treatises it has 
sometimes been said that the spiritual method of the  " Path ",or the 
"techniques"whereby one comes to know and realizehimself, cannot be 
explained through the external forms and teachings of theShari’ah. Rather 
these sources claim that individual Muslims themselves havediscovered 
many of these methods and practices, which then have becomeaccepted by 
God, such as is the case with monasticism inChristianity.Therefore each 
master has devised certain actions and practiceswhich he has deemed 
necessary in the spiritual method, such as the particulartype of ceremony of 
being accepted by the master the details of theway in which the invocation is 



 

 

 
given to the new adept along with a robe, andthe use of music, chanting and 
other methods of inducing ecstasy during theinvocation of the Divine Name. 
In some cases the practices of the Tariqah haveoutwardly become separated 
from those of the Shari’ah and it may seemdifficult for an outsider to see the 
intimate and inward relation betweenthem. But by taking into consideration 
the theoretical principles of Shi’ismand then studying in depththe basic 
sources of Islam, namely the Quran and the Sunnah, he willsoon realize that 
it is impossible to say that this spiritual guidance has notbeen provided by 
Islam itself or that Islam has remained negligent inclarifying the nature of 
the spiritual program to be followed”. 

“After ten years of stay in Medina theProphet fell ill and diedafter a few 
daysof illness”. 



  

 

“Considering what has been said above about hadithsconcerning 
successionand the events that followed upon the deathof the Prophet, 
especially the factthat Ali was notconsulted in the question of selecting the 
Prophet’s successor...”. 

“And it has been accounted of the second caliph thathe said,  " Ali deserved 
the caliphate but...”. 

 «hadiths» 

 «Yanabi al-
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“Numerous prophetic hadiths have been transmittedin Shi’ismconcerning 
thedescription of the Imams, their number, thefact that they are all of the 
Qurayshand of the Household ofthe Prophet, and the fact that the promised 
Mahdi isamongthem and the last of them”. 

“Ali continuedhis radically different type of governmentbasedmore on 
righteousness than political efficacy but, as is necessary inthe case of every 
movement of this kind, elements of the opposition whoseinterests were 
endangered began to display their displeasure and resisted hisrule”. 

 



  

 

“Further more, there are differences between Shi’ites in theologicaland 
juridical matters which must not be considered as division in 
religiousschools .Also the Babi and Baha’isects, which like the Batinis (the 
Qaramitah) differ in both the principles( usul) and branches (furu’) of Islam 
from the Muslims, should in any sense beconsidered as branches of 
Shi’ism”. 

“From this exposition it becomes clear that we must not considergnosis as 
areligion among others ,but as the heart of all religions.Gnosisis one of the 
pathsof worship...”. 



 

 

 

“But the caliph, who was under the influence of his relatives - particularly 
Marwan ibn Hakam- did not act promptly or decisively to removethe causes 
against which the people were protesting” (tabatabai 1975: 40). 

“the avid cultivation of thereligious sciences was postponed to a later period 
of Islamic history” (tabatabai 1975: 40). 
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