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On the tenth of Muharram (61 A.H. /680 A.D.), a tragedy took place in Iraq at a
place known as Karbala on the bank of Euphrates. A large army who were
mobilized by the Umayyad regime besieged a group of people numbering less than
a hundred and put them under pressure to pay allegiance to the oppressor Caliph
of the time and submit to his authority. The small group resisted and a severe battle
took place in which they were all killed. However, the event that occurred on the
10" of Muharram in Karbala became an inspiration for future generations. It was
a great Islamic movement spearheaded by Imam Husayn who was the grandson of
the Prophet and the greatest Islamic leader at that time.
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"l ask Allah to bring me to a praiseworthy position of yours (the Household of the
Prophet) in the presence of Allah and grant me the request of taking revenge for
the unjustly shed blood of you while we are the companions of an Imam from you
(Imam Mahdi) who is guided, is appeared (people can see him), and speaks about
the truth."
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1. See Mafatih al-Jinan, Ashiira Ziyarah,



http://ashura.com/defs.html#Muharram
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A correlation between Ashiira and Mahdism

Nowadays, the red way of Ashiira and the green path of Mahdism [believing in
Imam Mahdi] are identified as the most basic “targets” by the infidelity army for
cultural attack and opposing the Right army. In the enemies” view, the Shiite
society, which is influenced by these two essential points, has more integrity and
power of motion. So, for the adversaries to collapse the harmony and unity of a
society, it is essential to think about how to remove these huge targets more than
anything else!

Ashiira has a profound effect on the formation and transparency of the historical
alignment between the Right and the Wrong. In the event of Ashiira, there is no
good quality, but it is seen in the army of the Master of the Martyrs (Imam Husayn)
and there is no moral vice, but it is found in the soldiers of Yazid and 'Umar bin
Sa'd's army.

Ashiira is a manifestation of belief and godliness that stood in front of animosities
and secret wickedness that was hidden in the hearts of some repulsive people that
manifested itself in that battle. This is why getting familiar with Ashiira gives
people a real insight and criterion about knowing excellence and badness and
removes one's negligence about what he should know.



Similarly, Mahdism is the bright future which is the yardstick to evaluate every
positive change and motion and to realize that everything that is not in harmony
with it should be thrown away.

In the modern age, which is the age of evolution of the power of deceit and
hypocrisy; and the strength of the Wrong army, some distortions have occurred in
the culture of waiting for the advent of Imam Mahdi. The Wrong army tries to
introduce the motion of mankind towards the future bright light of Mahdism,
firstly, as a very low and gradual movement which is void of a fast and forward
jumping movement and secondly, as a power-dependent on mankind's capability
telling us that Divine guardian is not at the center of this event! These people try
to alter the meaning of Waiting to a complete earthly concept and interpret its
cause in a way that would correspond to mankind's school of thought such as a
liberal regime. In this new culture, man's perception of Waiting is the same as that
reformational inclination that flows towards modernism and liberal democracy;
and the promised and transcendent society by the prophets is this liberal society.

As regards Ashiira, some narrow-minded people in the past used to limit it to
individual cognition and understanding but today, it is considered in a different
way which is vaster and more comprehensive. Although the deepest aspects of
Ashiira in entangled with divinity, godliness; and the Master of the Martyr's
servitude towards Allah, this epic event, from another point of view, is a reforming
action that has an extreme influence over history and all mankind communities.




Moreover, Ashiira aimed to aid all the monotheists all over history to teach people
how to act concerning infidelity and atheism. Unfortunately, there is a mutual
relation between explicating the event of Ashiira as a sole divine belief of Imam
Hussain and his companions; and vision that tries to lessen Imam Hussain's battle
to a combat between Umayyad and Hashemite. In addition, these two views serve
each other fully to ultimately deny every kind of responsibility and sociability
from Ashiira's teachings and define Ashiira as an abandoned part of history that is
void of any social impact and is limited to some people's individual belief and
rites.

The fact is that the event of Ashiira is the central zone of monotheism in the whole
world and forms the basic slogan of Imam Mahdi's flag bearers who say (Ya la
Tharat al Hussain) meaning, "O! Those who seek revenge for the blood of
Hussain." The pervasive event of Ashiira must not be limited to an event in the
Umayyad era and then to one's faith.

In the view of unfair people, since the world community moves towards
secularism, the status of hermeneutic interpretation of Ashiira — in a way that
corresponds to the modern universal movement — is very important. It is thought
that how Ashiira can be interpreted so that it would correlate to the world
community; moreover, based on the vision of these people Ashiira should not be
in conflict with secularism and modernism and should not disturb liberal
democracy and modernism from forming globalization. This is the greatest
distortion related to Ashiira that has a destructive effect on the doctrine of
Mahdism.



Common purposes of Imam Husayn and Imam Mahdi
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1. Fighting against cruelty and tyranny:
Imam Husayn considers Yazid's government a cause of destroying the religion and states,
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“When the nation gets caught by a leader like Yazid, one must §ay goodbye to Islam. [Islam will be

destroyed.]”
This is why the Imam strongly says,
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“Someone like me will not pay allegiance to someone like him.”
By his martyrdom, Imam Husayn caused the Umayyad government to be disgraced

and consequently overthrown. Likewise, the uprising of Imam Mahdi will cause all
the dictator governments to be disgraced and their power to become unstable. As

regards this matter, Imam Husayn states,

“Our Upriser will rise and will take revenge from the tyrants.”
It is recited in Nudbah supplication (which is one of the major Shiite prayers about Imam
Mahdi and his occultation.), .

QA N TR R IR R IR [ VIR I PR = S AR SR
“Where is the one who overwhelms the transgressors™ glory? Where is the one who
destroys the buildings of polytheism and hypocrisy? Where is the terminator of the
people of guilt, vice, and rebellion? Where is the terminator of the rebels and
disobedient?”

Just as the Prophet, Imam Ali, and Imam Husayn respectively fought with Aba Sufyan,
Muawiya, and Yazid, Imam Mahdi will fight with Sufyani who is the offspring of Aba
Sufyan for the sake of faith in Allah, truth, and justice.

. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 44, p.
3. Ithbat al-Huda, vol. 3, p. 569. e
4. See Mafatth al-Jinan, Nudba Supplication
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1. Bihar al-Anwar,

2. Bihar al-Anwar, vol.

3. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 101, p

4. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 51, p. 83.
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“I invite you to Allah’s Book and ay. Indeed, the Prophet’s way is
destroyed and (false) innovations are revived.”

1.Kharazmi Magqtal, vol. 2, p. 7; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 45, p. 83. 2. Bihar al Anwar, vol. 44, p. 192.
3. See Mafatih al Jinan. 4. Tabarf History, vol. 4, p. 265.
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history, trying to reform the corrupt society, and so on.

1. See Nahj al-Balagha, 138t Sermon.
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Imam Husayn and Yazid in Karbala land fought with each other and although
seemingly Yazid won the battle, but in fact, ultimately Imam Husayn conquered
and his thought and message remained as a heritage for all the nations throughout
the human history. He sacrificed his life for the sake of this holy way.

Surprisingly, Imam Husayn's doctrine and idea; and his thought and message will
be seen in Imam Mahdi's rising. It means that the role model of the universal rising
of Imam Mahdi is the same as the rising of Imam Husayn; and Imam Mahdi's
programs and goals will come to reality at the time of his advent. The two risings
have many aspects in common and in fact, they share the goals, programs, and
demands. Some of these were fulfilled in Ashiira, but all of them will come true
at the time of Imam Mahdi's advent and in the light of his universal rising.

Some of these common aspects are: Seeking the Right and fighting with the Wrong,
looking for justice and applying it, destroying tyrant governments; guiding and rescuing
people; reforming and making positive changes, reviving transcendent religious teachings
and ultimately; forming a government and political leadership for the infallible Imams.

Although Imam Husayn's rising had a special and effective role in delivering these
goals and programs as everlasting universal messages and lessons, these goals will
be fulfilled completely by Imam Mahdi. At that time, the seeds planted in the event
of Karbala will bear fruit and the world will be filled with justice. Moreover, the
goals of all Divine prophets will be fulfilled and human beings will experience
real peace, security, and salvation.



A considerable point is that the two risings of the two Imams also share the same place
in starting and ending their mission, where are Mecca and Kiifa. Imam Husayn started
his rising from Mecca; after leaving Medina, he entered Mecca and announced his
rising next to Ka'ba and then set out to Kiifa. Likewise, according to narrations, Imam
Mahdi, after his advent in Mecca, will invite people to pay allegiance to him and then
will start his reforming movements; then, after finishing the rising and establishing
justice in the world, he will set the base of his government in Ktfa. As Imam Bagir
stated,
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“Imam Mahdi and three hundred of his companions will rise from Mecca and tens

of people will pay allegiance to him al-Rukn and al-Magam (which are two places
in Masjid al-Haram in Mecca).”

1. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 52, p. 225.





