Mahdism and the Eve of Mab’ath

An introduction

Mab’ath is a day when the Gabriel descended to
prophet Muhammad on Mount Noor, Cave Hera
(close to Mecca) with the first few verses of the
Holy Quran. This event took place on Rajab 27
(June 25, 610), thirteen lunar years before Hijra.

Atthat magnificent night, Gabriel, the angel of Rev-
elation, was appointed to read some verses of the
Quran to Muhammad to honor him with Propheth-
ood. Muhammad was forty at this time, when was
demanded by Gabriel to recite these verses:
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“(O Muhammad!) Read in the name of your Lord,
Who created; created man from a clinging mass.
Read, and your Lord is the Most Generous, Who

taught by the pen, taught man what he did not
know.”

The Prophet started the call to Islam from his own
home. First, his wife, Khadija, and his cousin, Ali
acknowledged their faith in the Prophet. The first

1. The Quran, 96: 1-5.
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Peninsula; on the contrary, it is the highest water-
mark in history that separates good from evil and
sifts right from wrong to help people build a mind-
set for the single universal unity.

In better terminology, Mab’ath is labeled as a turn-
ing point for avoiding ignorance and oppression;
distancing from superstition and indiscretion; and
keeping away from everything that is not connect-
ed to Allah, and on the other hand, it means to im-
plement justice and establish a close relationship
with Allah Who is the source of every merits and
goodness. Mab’ath is therefore, the most signifi-
cant event since the creation of Adam.

A glance at the state of humanity, prior to and af-
ter the proclamation of the Prophet’s mission, con-
firms this point. The pre-Islamic society, not just of
Arabia, but also of the supposedly civilized worlds
of the Roman, the Persian, the Chinese, the Indi-
an, etc. is called Jahiliyya or the Age of Ignorance.
People despite their access to power and materi-
al achievements, sorely lacked some basic funda-
mentals of a reason-based society. An outstanding
example of their lack of wisdom is seen in their
disbelief in the Oneness of Allah and practicing
various sorts of barbarism.

As a result, Mab’ath means the renewal of a cov-
enant to all wise people to implement divine prin-
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ould the Prophet fulfull his mission?




1- Elimination of ignorance and establishment
of divine servitude

of the days of ignorance under my feet and declare
them invalid.”

The pre-Islamic era was a mixture of many wrong
methods, both in terms of thinking and in human
values. The Prophet spent his whole life chang-
ing people’s style of ignorance and backwardness;
and altering the path from idolatry to the practice
of monotheism. He tried to breathe a new life into
the lifeless body of people.

Unfortunately, after his demise, according to some
hadiths, most people returned to the ignorance and
this ignorance has been continued up to our time,
with the difference that it has changed from tradi-
tionalism to modernity. The best example it this
modern ignorance is depicted through the massa-
cre of innocent people with weapons of mass de-
struction.

2. Ethics and self-refinement

The religion of Islam is the religion of morality.
The Prophet himself in expressing the philosophy
of his prophethood declared,
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“Verily I was sent to complete the moralities.”

3. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 68, p. 382.

3- Justice-orientation

countries.

4. Unity of human societies

One of the great blessings of the mission of the
Holy Prophet, like the previous apostles was to
create unity among people. Allah says in the Qu-
ran,
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“At the beginning, people were one nation, then
Allah sent messengers as givers of glad tidings
and warners, and sent down [with them/] the Book

with the truth to judge between men in whatever
they differed...”

The prophets, especially prophet Muhammad,
tried to solve disagreement, conflict, animosity,
and divisions that existed among people. Their
ideology, if implemented, was sufficient to put an
end to these sorts of problems.

The religion that was revealed to the Prophet was
perfect and he applied it in his society in the best
possible way, but the Muslims could not maintain
and act in accordance with his nugget of guidance.

5. The Quran, 2:213.




